
 

                                                                                                                        The sequin       

      DIGITAL SCHOOL                                                 

ART-2   LIT.SECTION 3

             MMXX / May/ Issue.1 

 

Sr. No. 58 

As the Covid-19(coronavirus) became pandemic from an epidemic spreading across the globe impact-

ing all spectrums of human life, the lockdown greatly affected the educational sector.  As a precaution-

ary measure all the schools, colleges, and other educational institutions have been temporarily closed 

down for an unspecified time. India has over 260 million students, hence, this pandemic has affected 

millions of young aspirants. In these trying times, we have successfully converted the traditional class-

room to the online classroom with the available technology. The students and teachers are glued to 

computers and smartphone screens for online lectures, tutorials, and assessments. Initially, it was a 

great challenge for both students and teachers to do all the academic transactions online but after some 

time we all got used to it. These virtual classes enabled us to look beyond the normal classroom setting. 

The teachers emphasized researched-based learning, used various assessment tools like Kahoot,            

quizizz,  menti meter, piktochart, teach one, podcasts, etc. The most promising feature of these online 

classes was the recording of the transaction, these recordings helped us to revisit the session which is 

not practiced in the case of a regular classroom setting. Our teachers are busy setting engaging work for 

all of us through various means. Some assignments involve rigorous research and some assignments are 

given as practical task that needs to be completed in the given time. We look forward to these assign-

ments as they are not just engaging but very informative too. Looking at the academic aspect, these 

classes have helped us in every way possible to use every technological tool available to pursue studies. 

Online classes not only have merit but have demerit too. The first being the missed human contact, 

physical monitoring, increased fatigue, and a lot more screen time. The unstable network also posed as 

a challenge, as it affected students as well as the teachers. Some mischievous students too saw these 

classes as an opportunity to take their time off 

during the transaction and do something else. 

Teachers struggle to take control of the situation 

as unruly students make the most out of this 

whole new experience. But as students, we must 

understand that our teachers are working harder 

than ever to teach us through virtual classes, it’s 

our duty to be disciplined, assiduous, and punc-

tual.  

The Covid-19 lockdown will surely end some-

day. Let's not make these uncertain times more 

stressful for our teachers. 

~Saumay Jaiswal 
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I THINK IT’S BRAVE 

 

On the mornings you question your existence  

If you nevertheless get out of bed to try again  

I think it's quite brave of you 

 

On the days you can't figure out how to ek this life 

If you still put your best foot forward  

I think it’s quite brave of you 

 

On the occasion of unending dark gloomy nights 

If you have the courage to hold yourself together till 

the morn 

I think it’s quite brave of you 

 

On the daybreaks when you’re still awake 

If you’re fighting that cigar or drug addiction  

I think it’s quite brave of you  

 

In the times of acute tragic sadness 

If you fight to hold back the fluid in your eye 

I think it’s quite brave of you 

          ~Harshit Atri 
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Do not love half lovers. 

Do not entertain half friends.  

Do not indulge in works of the half talented. 

Do not live half a life and do not die a half death. 

If you choose silence, then be silent. 

When you speak, do so until you are finished. 

Do not silence yourself to say something 

And do not speak to be silent. 

If you accept, then express it bluntly. 

Do not mask it. 

If you refuse then be clear about it 

For an ambiguous refusal 

Is but a weak acceptance. 

 

Do not accept half a solution. 

Do not believe half truths. 

Do not dream half a dream. 

Do not fantasize about half hopes. 

Half a drink will not quench your thirst. 

Half a meal will not satiate your hunger. 

Half the way will get you no where. 

Half an idea will bear you no results. 

 

Your other half is not the one you love. 

It is you in another time yet in the same space. 

It is you when you are not. 

Half a life is a life you didn't live, 

A word you have not said, 

A smile you postponed,  

A love you have not had, 

A friendship you did not know, 

To reach and not arrive, 

Work and not work, 

Attend only to be absent, 

What makes you a stranger to them closest to 

you, 

and they strangers to you. 

 

The half is a mere moment of inability 

but you are able for you are not half a being. 

You are a whole that exists 

to live a life, not half a life. 

 

                                 ~ Khalil Gibran 

 

A Double-
Edge Sword? 
Earlier in the days (I am referring to the days before “The 

Lockdown”), the pupils craved to study from electronic devic-

es, to spend more time on screen. Well, their prayers were 

answered. From the commencing of the virus, one of the big-

gest questions troubling the leaders and intellectuals was 

how to maintain the academic schedule of schools. Luckily, 

tech companies had found the solution. Voila! presenting vir-

tual live lessons or Massive Open Online Courses(MOOC). 

Online education, thanks to the brilliantly technologically ad-

vanced world, has brought a lot to the study 

table at all levels of education, ranging from junior to higher-

level institutions. Google Classroom, Zoom, Microsoft Teams 

are some of the pioneering companies to aid the teachers and 

students in their routine classes. Our school has also been 

conducting virtual classes on Zoom and Microsoft Teams. 

Ranging from assignments to video lessons, I cannot proceed 

without thanking the teachers for their fervent efforts in their 

periodic teaching. We have entered an era where there is no 

professional activity being done without technology being 

involved. It is what I would simply term as ‘Technology De-

pendency’. Large-scale, national agencies 

who are putting efforts to utilize technology in support of re-

mote learning, distance education, and online learning during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, are emerging and evolving quickly. 

The electronic devices enable the students to perform tasks in 

academics, which were both physically and mentally impossi-

ble with a pen and book open in front of you. The calculation, 

revisiting the lectures, flexible learning schedules are some of 

the pros. But, online education cuts both ways. As digital edu-

cation accelerates, it also throws light on the ‘digital divide’, 

especially in countries like India. Children from 

remote backgrounds lack these advantages mentioned previ-

ously. “Under the shadow of Covid-19, the lives of millions 

of children have temporarily shrunk to just their homes and 

their screens, which 

severely affects their eyes and their sitting posture, “says the 

UNICEF executive director Henrietta 

Fore. 

Well, let’s just stay at our domiciles and hope for the best, 

because we are all in this together.  

 -Rushaan Shah 

 Literary  corner 
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Mere Sawalon ka Jawab do 
Q.1 Tell us about yourself 

( A) I am Arya Mukherjee a French language expert, teacher, 

translator, interpreter, I do have overall 6 years of experience as 

a Language teacher in school and university level, and apart 

from that, I worked In University of Sherbrooke as an Auxiliar 

de recherche, under the the direction of professor Serge Granger 

of the school of applied political science. From the same Univer-

sity I did intensive research in Canadian French literature, I did 

my Master of Arts in French and Francophone literature, from 

The English and Foreign languages university Hyderabad, and a 

Bachelor of Arts in French culture &amp; civilization from Uni-

versity of Burdwan. Later on, I have pursued a one-year certifi-

cate program in communicative Spanish from Calcutta Universi-

ty, located in Kolkata.I do have a passion for learning languages 

because that is how we enable us to understand the 

cultural diversity of each and every corner of the world. Apart 

from my profession I am quite enthusiastic to participate in vari-

ous adventurous events such as trekking. Mountaineering, 

cycling, and also in a few more cultural events like acting, journalism. 

 

Q.2 Is It your first job? How long have you been teaching French? 

. (A) No, fortunately It is not my first job. At the beginning of my career I started to work as a 

per time French faculty in Alliance Française du Bengale, Kolkata. Then I went to Canada and 

started to work with the University of a Sherbrooke as an “Auxiliar de recherche”. After having 

continued the same employment for two years I returned to India and started to work as an assistant 

professor of French at the University of Amity Chhattisgarh, Raipur. I worked there around 2 

years and then I began my employment with Unison World School, Dehradun Uttarakhand as a 

French language teacher, I taught French there from Grade 7 to 10 as per CISE &amp; IGCSE 

curriculum. After completing 2 years with UWS I have been associated with SelaQui 

International school. 

 

Q.3How many languages do you know? What inspired you to learn different languages? 

(A) I have good command on five languages Such as French, English, Hindi, Spanish and 

Bengali. I am quite passionate about travelling. I do have the intention to travel around the different 

corners of the world. Under such circumstances one should be a polyglot to be able to do that, 

else it would be always quite expensive if it becomes inevitable to recruit an interpreter in order 

to facilitate the conversation with the inhabitants of any particular country of which I shall intend 

to visit. 

 

Q.4 Is it just the language or you have the proclivity towards French cuisine too? 

(A) I do have a great passion for French literature rather than the French kitchen. I like all sort of 

French literature most preferably the short story and novel then comes the poetry as well as 

the ancient and modern history of France &amp; Francophone countries. 

 

Q.5 A word of advice for the students, How they can learn and excel in the language. 

(A). Being a French language teacher I will always give valuable advice to my students to 

listen as much as they can French radio “RFI français facile”. And also they can listen a lot 

French song, not necessarily they will be quite flexible with that but gradually it will increase 

their skill in listening then eventually it will be a privilege for them to earn vocabulary.  
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